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February 2016

Welcome to our first edition of the Mothers’
Union Scotland News, designed to inspire and
inform people of the worldwide aspect of the
Mothers’ Union, to engage with current social
policy issues in a prayerful and faith filled way,
to learn about what we are doing through the
Scottish Episcopal church in Scotland and where
we need your help and prayers.

This will be biannual and is on line with links to
websites, it is called Mothers’ Union Scotland
E News which you can receive by email from
enews@muscotland.org.uk, ask to subscribe to
the mailing list. It will also be available on
M o t h e r s ’ U n i o n S c o t l a n d w eb s i t e a t
www.muscotland.org.uk.

Dear Friends,

The Mothers’ Union membership are often shy
about sharing all the amazing ways we work to
transform people’s lives. I hope you enjoy this
first edition and don’t be shy about sharing
whenever and wherever you can. By sharing we
can all learn.

I would like to reiterate Hilary’s words of
welcome to our first Scottish Mothers’ Union
E News; how exciting to be able to learn about
how the Mothers’ Union (MU) is reaching out to
communities in Scotland and overseas.

Hilary Moran

Some of you may know that a casual remark I
made three years ago at a talk I gave at the
Church of Scotland Session House in Kirkmichael,
(Perthshire) set a ball rolling over which I had no
control!
Now, each year one of the six charities the
village supports through the Session House is the
MU project, “Pants for Prisoners”. People like the
idea that they could give some practical help to a
local need ie Corton Vale Women’s Prison.
People don’t have to be a member to help us to
reach out to those who are in need.

With love and prayers, Jean Richardson,
Provincial President

Please pray for staff and members attending Commission on
Status of Women (CSW), at United Nations, New York
Christian care for families through praying, enabling and campaigning
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The latest consultation is concerning the
definition of domestic abuse.

Churches are active in every kind of community
in Scotland, in ways ranging from personal
caring and support, to a wide variety of local
and national projects. The Mothers’ Union are a
small part of this caring community in Scotland.

The Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office
employ a small staff at Holyrood to inform
churches of parliamentary business which they
may take an interest in. Many churches choose
to respond to official consultation processes
initiated by the Scottish Parliament, Scottish
Government, UK Government and other
agencies. The Scottish Episcopal church has
responded to many consultations as well as
Mothers’ Union members.

M i c h a e l
Matheson,
Secretary for
Justice asks for
u s
a s
individuals to
respond. The
government are committed to creating a
specific offence of domestic abuse and asks that
all those with interest take time to complete
the survey so that the criminal justice system is
able to respond in dealing with the scourge of
domestic abuse. The consultation has to be
completed by 1st April 2016 Consult Scotland’
description Domestic Abuse.
You can view the Mothers’ Union Scotland
response to Consultation on Civil Partnership
here and Scottish Episcopal church past
responses are on www.actsparl.org under
official responses.

Mothers’ Union in South Africa are very active
all across the province with their 62,300
members who care for children born in prison,
run soup kitchens, tree planting and
environmental protection, planting community
vegetable gardens where vulnerable families
can grow their own food, to teaching women
about nutrition and exercise, marriage
preparation, and caring for orphans, the elderly
and those living with HIV/AIDs.
Mothers’ Union central staff are currently
working with a wonderful group of church and
community facilitators from Mothers’ Union, SA,
exploring a vision and an approach for working
with the most vulnerable and marginalised
groups and communities.
It is the ‘Training of Trainers’ event for the next
two weeks, using the Church and Community
Mobilisation process. 18th Feb 2016
Christian care for families through praying, enabling and campaigning
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Glasgow and Galloway church
area recently held a very
informative day and realised
that Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM) is increasingly affecting
women in Scotland.

across the 28 countries in Africa
which still carry out the
practice.
What countries are affected?

UNICEF estimates that
more than 125 million women
Raising awareness, education
and girls in 29 countries around
and support are key elements in the world are affected by FGM
the reduction of this practice.
with some 83 million survivors
in Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria and
Sudan alone. The highest
prevalence rate is found in
Somalia (98%), Guinea (96%),
Djibouti (93%) and Egypt (91%).
In 50% of practising countries
girls undergo FGM before the
age of 5years, while in the other
What is FGM?
countries the age is between
FGM refers to all
5-14 years (UNICEF 2013).
procedures involving partial or
total removal of the female
external genitalia or other injury
to the female genital organs for
non-medical reasons – there are
4 types (WHO 2014).
FGM is internationally
recognised as a violation of the
fundamental rights of women
and girls (WHO) 2014). The
violence inflicted has long term
physical and psychological
impact on girls and women.
28toomany is one of the
charity’s involved in the fight
against FGM. The charity
provides research and training

FGM has been illegal in
Scotland since the introduction
of the Prohibition of Female
Genital Mutilation Scotland Act
2005. (UK 1985).
A total of 23,979 men,
women and children were born
in one of the 29 countries
identified by UNICEF (2013) as a
‘FGM-practising country’ living in
Scotland in 2011. The largest
community potentially affected
by FGM living in Scotland are
Nigerians, with 9,458 people
resident in Scotland who were
born in Nigeria, followed by
Somalia, Egypt, Kenya, Sudan
and Eritrea. There are potentially
affected communities living in
every local authority area in
Scotland, particularly in Glasgow,
Aberdeen, Edinburgh and
Dundee. In the last decade there
has been a fivefold increase in
girls born to mothers born in an
FGM-practising country.

For more information please see
www.28toomany and Tackling
Communities potentially
Female Genital Mutilation in
affected by FGM in Scotland.
Scotland (Scottish Refugee
The African population in
Council 2014) DARF is a Scottish
Scotland has increased from
charity working to end FGM
5,000 in 2001 to 30,000 in 2011
AG/Jan2015
(Census data)

The First Lady of Guyana, South America,
Mrs Sandra Granger lauded the Mothers’ Union
for its continued service to the vulnerable
sections of the society for the past 90 years.
She addressed the members at their AGM in
Georgetown, she continued "the women in the
Mothers' Union could not have accomplished all
that you have without great faith; faith has
brought you here, faith and prayer has guided
the Mothers' Union of Guyana.
Christian care for families through praying, enabling and campaigning
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The programs include: income generating
projects, day care facilities, parenting classes,
programmes to nurture youths and children,
feeding programmes, and hospital, parish and
prison ministry.

families, while at the same time, grappling with
issues such as sexual, mental and physical
abuse, and human trafficking.” Feb ‘16

"These programmes underline the fact that the
Mothers' Union of Guyana is focused on the
vulnerable sector of our population and on
building strong communities and supporting
families.
She pointed out that given the challenges that
women in general and mothers, in particular,
face every day, the importance of the services
provided by the Mothers' Union cannot be
understated. Mrs. Granger explained that women
continue to bear the burden of nurturing and
educating and in many cases, providing for their

Mothers’ Union in Guyana have 2,000 members
and are proud of their two day care centres
which serves the children of low-income
households and the vulnerable.

I have taken on a Mothers’ Union
Provincial role as overseeing the
prisons in Scotland. Part of this
role is to attend meetings at
Scottish Parliament and
Families Outside (an
independent charity which has
been helping prisoners families
for 20 years)

“I am referring to
children experiencing parental
imprisonment, of which there
are estimated up to 27,000 in
Scotland.”

In the years since its
foundation, the Scottish
Parliament has taken important
steps to increase protection for
children and young people in
Scotland. This includes Getting it
Right for Every Child (GIRFEC),
the Children’s Hearings
(Scotland) legislation, the Early
Years framework, and the
establishment of the office of
Scotland’s Commissioner for
Children and Young People.

Members’ Bill, Support for
Children (Impact of Parental
Imprisonment) (Scotland) Bill
86482.

At the last CPG Mary Fee
MSP, told us how they were
getting on with her Private

The Scottish Government will
contribute £1.8 million of
funding for Prison Visitor Centers
over the next 3 years, this will
support existing visitor centers
as well as helping to fund new
ones.

She has since gained enough
support for the bill so now,
child and family impact
assessments will be done for
those entering the prison
service.

Mothers’ Union members
currently work in 5 prisons in
Last year at one of these If you want to know more about Scotland, running play areas and
this bill you can go to
Cross party Group (CPG)
a brownie/scout group for
www.maryfeemsp.com.
meetings Mary Fee said she
visiting children, providing
believed that there is still a
Jean Richardson our Provincial toiletries and Christmas cards for
group of children who are being President gave our support to
prisoners.
let down.
this bill on behalf of the
Mothers’ Union Scotland.
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The last CPG meeting that I went
to Mark Leonard and Frank McCann
came to talk about Supporting
Families in Relation to Serious and
Organised Crime
They were from National Safer
Communities, Divert and Deter
Lead, Police Scotland.
Their role is to divert and deter individuals from
becoming involved in serious crime and to deter
people from using the products of organized and
serious crime.

support – for example by helping
to find safe and suitable housing
etc.
Police Scotland plan to work with
up to 32 third sector organizations
including Families Outside and
Sacro to raise awareness of their
work and ensure that third sector
organizations are fully informed
and able to support families affected by serious
and organized crime.

In HMS Polmont there is a police sergeant working
Serious crime being individuals involved in drugs, with the young offenders who have been
identified as being involved with serious and
human trafficking, child exploitation, elicit trade
from counterfeit goods, online exploitation. These organized crime. He is trying to break down any
are causing most harm to society and are affect- barriers between the police and young people by
changing the young people’s perceptions of the
ing every community in Scotland.
police’s role. Police Scotland want to build a
For example young people are being targeted and supportive framework for a young person who is
encouraged to sell counterfeit cigarettes, this
released from prison by working with them to
results in them becoming involved with a bigger make positive lifestyle choices.
crime network, and this in turn involves the
Police Scotland want to work with families who
families who may be targeted if they do not
feel they are being exploited by organized crime
conform when put under pressure. This new
groups (e.g. being pressurized into paying money
Police operation want to reduce the need for
larger criminal networks and reduce their impact into prisoners’ accounts in order to ensure the
safety of their family member in prison).
on young people and families. Their focus is on
prevention and encouraging individuals to make MS/Feb 16
positive lifestyle choices. Police Scotland are
taking a non-criminal justice approach to

Thurs 17th March

Provincial council 10am St.Ninian’s, Perth

Tue 19th—Thur 21st April
Provincial Retreat at Conforti Institute, near Glasgow. A few places still left
Sat 30th April

Recommissioning of Scottish Provincial President and 140th celebration
service St.Ninian’s, Perth 11am

Wed 25th May

Governance day for all Scottish trustees with MU CEO Beverley Jullian at
St. John’s Church, Threshold centre, Perth

Thurs 22nd Sept
Fri 23rd Sept

140th Celebration Service, Winchester Cathedral

General meeting, Hampshire Court Hotel, Basingstoke
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